
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Dockyard Terrace 
HMC Dockyard 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Dockyard Terrace, a rare early example of British terrace housing in Canada, was 
built in 1815 by the Royal Navy, as part of the establishment of HMC Dockyard in 
Halifax during the 18th and early 19th centuries. It has undergone relatively few 
modifications and is presently owned by the Department of National Defense. See  
FHBRO Building Report 86-70. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Dockyard Terrace has been designated a Recognized heritage building because of 
its historical associations, its significance as a building type and its contribution to its 
setting. 

Its historical associations are with the first 60-year period of activity at the Dockyard, 
which coincided with the establishment of Halifax as a military and urban center. In its 
design, it appears to be the oldest surviving example in Canada of terrace housing and 
one that maintains its early relationship to a landscaped park. It is the key historical 
element in its present Dockyard setting. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage character of this property is defined by the building's relationship to its site, 
by its exterior massing and detailing, and by the surviving evidence of interior layout 
and decorative treatment. 

In terms of relationship to site, the front façade has always opened onto a landscaped 
area across the way, a feature characteristic of British terrace housing of the period. 
Effort should be made to retain this relationship and to preserve and recover the 19th 
century characteristics of this landscaped area, including the walls, gates, paths and 
plantings recorded in documentary evidence of the time. 

In terms of the exterior massing and detailing, the tripartite arrangement of the front 
façade, with its central pediment, should be carefully maintained, including the relatively 
formal arrangement of openings and of decorative features such as pilasters and trim 
boards. The present vinyl siding should be replaced at the earliest opportunity with the 
original material and profile. The rear dormers are characteristic of 19th century 
practice in the Atlantic provinces, and should be maintained as part of 
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the massing of the building. The end façades have at times been hidden by adjacent 
buildings, but as exposed elements their finish and detailing should match the front 
façade. 

The interior of the terrace retains some valuable remnants of early 19th century finishes 
and decorative treatments. These include doors, door and window casings, fireplace 
mantels and staircases. The original layout of rooms also survives relatively intact, 
further strengthening the architectural significance of the property. Continued 
residential use would be the best way to preserve these features and maintain the 
architectural and historical integrity of the property. 
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