
HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

Cape Sable Island Lighthouse 
Cape Sable Island 
Shelburne County, Nova Scotia 

The Cape Sable Lighthouse, which successfully integrates both aesthetic and functional design in 
an important setting, was built in 1923 to the designs of the Marine Department. It is of 
reinforced concrete construction and replaced an earlier wooden lighthouse on the site. The 
structure itself has survived relatively intact, although the lighting apparatus has been modified a 
number of times and electrically-activated fog horns have been mounted on its sides. The 
custodial agency is the Canadian Coast Guard. See FHBRO Building Report 87-115. 

Reason for Designation 

The Cape Sable Lighthouse has been designated Classified because of its impressive design and 
its importance in its setting. 

The design represents an early and unusually successful adaptation of reinforced concrete 
technology to the particular functional requirements of lighthouse construction. The 30 metre 
height was used to advantage to create a structure of elegant proportions and classical balance. 
The strength of the tower design combined with the cluster of accessory structures provides a 
strong architectural presence on the open landscape of Cape Sable Island. The critical location of 
the lighthouse in one of the busiest inshore fishing grounds in the world and adjacent to some 
major shipping lanes makes it an important landmark. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of this lighthouse is defined by the lighthouse structure itself and by the 
relationship of the structure to its coastal setting. 

The lighthouse is of octagonal design, with the classic arrangement of a base, a tapered shaft 
and a capital. The base contains the pedimented entry door and is delineated by a projecting 
string course. The shaft, extending up about 25 metres, has four small windows at regular 
intervals above the door. The capital is provided by the flared top of the shaft on which rests the 
cast-iron lantern. It is among the tallest towers ever built by the Marine Department to this design 
and the proportions are considerably more successful than in the shorter examples. 

The reinforced concrete construction is of reasonably thin shell design, without the buttresses or 
internal framing supports associated with earlier examples of this type. Still an evolving 
technology at the time, its use at Cape Sable Island was sophisticated and appropriate for the 
function it served. 
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The lighthouse has required relatively little maintenance, indicating the quality and durability of 
the material when well-designed and installed. 

The lighthouse should continue to receive the high standards of maintenance associated with 
facilities of this kind. If defects in the concrete or other materials do appear, conservation 
specialists should be consulted before repairs are implemented. Historic concrete structures have 
properties not normally associated with contemporary concrete work, and special measures may 
be required for preservation. 

Around the tower are a number of accessory structures. These have evolved naturally since 1861 
as part of the function of the site and can be considered compatible with the heritage character of 
the tower. Any changes to the site should be in keeping with this functional nature and should 
not disturb the landmark status of the present lighthouse. 

For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code ofPractice. 
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