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HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 
 
Hatley Castle, Victoria, was built in 1908-1909 to the designs of Samuel  Maclure, 
architect, of Victoria.  The grounds were designed by Brett and  Hall, landscape 
architects, Boston.  The site now belongs to the Department of National Defense.  See 
FHBRO Building Report 85-02. 
 
 
Reason for Designation 
 
In April, 1986, the building was designated Classified, with very high scores under all 
three of the general criteria, architecture, history, and environment. 
 
Under architecture, the committee especially noted the superior "craftsmanship" 
displayed throughout the building's substantial stonework and throughout the joinery 
executed in exotic woods.  Under history, Hatley Castle represents the culmination of an 
era which witnessed the construction of elaborate castle-like mansions by Victoria's elite 
and commemorates the important Dunsmuir family.  Under environment, the committee 
especially admired the setting of the building, which, despite later changes, retains some 
very fine gardens; the wildlife preserve continues to function much as the proper English 
park it was intended to be. 
 
The building was designed as a large country house, and originally enjoyed all the 
appurtenances of a self-contained country estate.  It is now part of the campus of the 
Royal Roads Military College. 
 
 
Character Defining Elements 
 
This designation applies to the whole of the exterior of the building, including windows, 
doors, and architectural hardware, to the principal circulation spaces and public rooms, 
and generally to evidence of superior craftsmanship where it occurs.  It also includes the 
building's relationship to its landscape as it is essential to its meaning and heritage 
value.  This designation should be taken to apply to the Japanese and Italian gardens, 
and to most of the grounds contiguous to the house to preserve its independence, its 
setting  and selected views.  In order to refine this designation, the owning department is 
urged to prepare an exhaustive survey of the building fabric to determine what original 
material survives.  Likewise, the original landscape plan should be analyzed as soon as 
possible to determine which vistas and relationships were particularly important to the 
design, so that future interventions can be made while protecting the original landscape 



design intent. 
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The architectural character of the building resides mainly in the tension between its 
picturesque, late-Gothic ornament and its formal, symmetrical plan.  Preserving this 
delicate balance should be the objective of any renovation.  The  original hierarchy of 
space and the geometry of the circulation pattern should be understood, and new uses, 
which have their own hierarchy, arranged to parallel the original intent.  So far as 
possible new uses should be fitted to existing spaces, rather than the other way around. 
 
Because of the building's extraordinary value and relative intactness, extreme care 
should be taken in its future management. 


