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The Administration Building at the Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Trenton was built in 
1933-34 by the Directorate of Engineer Services of the Royal Canadian Air Force 
(RCAF). A small addition to the back of the east pavilion was constructed in 1983. 
Currently, the building is occupied by both the Air Transport Group and the Canadian 
Forces Training Systems Headquarters, as well as the Comm/Message Centre, the 
Rescue Coordination Centre, and the Air Transport Operations Centre. The Department 
of National Defence is the custodian. See FHBRO Building Report No. 94-39. 

Reasons For Designation  

The Administration Building was designated Recognized for its environmental, 
architectural and historical qualities. The building played an important role in several 
eras of Canada's military history: the administrative centre for the foundation of the 
RCAF in the 1 930s; the war effort of the 1940s, particularly the British Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan (BCATP); the Cold War era; and international peacekeeping and 
humanitarian operations. The Memorial Gates were a gift to Canada on behalf of the 
governments of Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand in honour of Canada's role as 
the "aerodrome of democracy" in commemoration of CFB Trenton's significant role in 
training Commonwealth pilots in the Second World War. 

CFB Trenton has been highly influential in this area of southern Ontario. Within the 
town of Trenton, the Administration Building has become a landmark of physical 
prominence matched by its symbolic status as a pivotal structure in the history and on-
going operations of CFB Trenton. Over the years, CFB Trenton has positively 
influenced Trenton’s development by providing jobs and boosting the local economy. 
As the base’s headquarters, the Administration Building reflects the base’s 
contributions to Trenton’s economic, social and cultural development. 

The Administration Building’s specific site is defined as the parade square to the north, 
the roadways to the east and west, and a parking lot with a water tower behind it. The 
site’s design, a formal grid, anticipated the placement of the Administration Building 
years before it was actually built. Apart from the addition to the building’s rear, the site 
has remained virtually unchanged from its original design. 

The Administration Building’s design - classical inspiration influenced by the emerging 
principles of Modernism - is a very good example of the type of building erected by the 
RCAF during the 1930s. The design’s fundamental classicism lies in its axial 
symmetry, and in the references to classical decorative motifs, such as the colonnade 
and entablature framing the main and secondary entrances. The Modernist influence is 



 HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT Page 2
FHBRO Number 94-39 
Trenton, Ontario 
Administration Building, Building 29  
Canadian Forces Base Trenton 

exhibited in the flattened treatment of elements such as the abbreviated applied 
columns and pilasters. The principal facade provides a backdrop for the Parade 
Square, and the low perimeter wall and elaborate Memorial Gates further emphasize 
and frame the axial vista of the building’s principal facade. 

The construction phase of the Administration Building is associated with Depression-era 
federal assistance programs, aimed at providing employment and stimulating the 
economy. Funds originating from the Unemployment and Farm Relief Act (UFRA) and 
from the Public Works Construction Act (PWCA) were used by the military for 
numerous construction projects such as this building. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Administration Building at CFB Trenton resides in its 
formal and classically inspired modern design, and in its site planning. 

The massing of the Administration Building consists of a long, two-storey office block 
with a large, open-span Drill Hall structure behind, which was added in 1983. A double- 
loaded corridor plan provides all offices with natural light. The building sits on a raised 
basement plinth, necessitating formal flights of stairs to the main and secondary 
entrances. The overall axial symmetry is reinforced by a main central pavilion with 
smaller flanking end pavilions. This symmetry is a major component of the classically- 
inspired design and an important character-defining element. Should the opportunity 
exist, the recent addition to the rear of the east pavilion would benefit from some 
reworking of the exterior elevation, to reflect the building's proportions and detailing. 
Any further additions must be carefully designed to respect the symmetry, proportions, 
and detailing of the original building. 

The Administration Building is representative of the early development of modern 
construction techniques, incorporating construction simplicity and speed, and fireproof 
materials. The structure combines steel framing and poured reinforced concrete; 
stucco is applied as an exterior finish. The structural system, and the textural qualities 
of the stucco exterior, should be respected. 

Architectural ornamentation is subtle, and for the most part confined to the main and 
secondary entrances. Classical, decorative motifs, such as the colonnade and 
entablature framing the main and secondary entrances, are important features, as are 
the abbreviated, applied columns and pilasters which reflect the Modernist influence of 
the design. 
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The fenestration pattern has remained essentially unchanged, although aluminum units 
of a thicker profile and different pattern have replaced the thin, industrial lines of the 
original windows. Recent alterations which detract from the heritage character include 
the suspended ceilings obstructing the window heads, and partition walls built over 
windows. Should the opportunity arise to replace the windows and doors, new units in 
keeping with the original design intent should be chosen. They would greatly enhance 
the building’s heritage character. Removing the various interior obstructions at windows 
would also have a positive impact on heritage character. 

Most interior finishes have been covered over with new materials, although it is likely 
the original materials remain beneath. Given the simple nature of original finishes, the 
use of contemporary materials for interior work can be considered. 

CFB Trenton’s main ceremonial axis is sequentially defined by the Memorial Gates, the 
Parade Square and the Administration Building. The physical and commemorative 
significance of these formal elements of site planning are best conserved by preventing 
further development within the ceremonial precinct and by carefully maintaining the 
planning elements. 
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For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 


