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9 Rideau Gate was constructed in 1925 as a retirement home for the family of A.C. Kains, A 
Canadian banker. The designer is not known. A garage wing was added at an unknown date. The 
house was substantially altered in the 1 960s when the garage was converted to a sitting room, a 
new two-car garage and sunporch were added, the exterior was re-bricked and aluminum storm 
windows were installed. Inside the house, interior walls and wooden trim were replaced, and the 
kitchen and bathrooms were updated. The National Capital Commission (NCC) is the custodian. 
The NCC uses 9 Rideau Gate as an official guest house. 

9 Rideau Gate has been designated “Recognized” because of its historical, architectural and 
environmental significance. 

Reasons for Designation 

The residence is associated with the lives of A.C. Kains (1865-?) and G. Hamilton Southam 
(1916-). It was constructed as a retirement home for Kains, a Canadian banker who achieved 
success in the United States before returning to the Ottawa social circle. Between 1981 and 1994 
it was occupied by Southam, a journalist, diplomat, business owner and arts supporter for whom 
Southam Hall at the National Arts Centre is named. 

In its conversion from a private residence to a residence for government and diplomatic officials, 
9 Rideau Gate is part of the changing demographic pattern of the immediate residential lots 
located near Rideau Hall in Ottawa’s Rockcliffe and New Edinburgh neighbourhoods. Here, 
numerous houses originally built for prominent Ottawa business men and senior government 
officials in the late-19th and early 20th

In its styling and detailing, 9 Rideau Gate is a vernacular interpretation of Georgian Revival 
architecture. Numerous changes have been made to the building, all of which have increased its 
distance from formal connections to the style. Georgian Revival influences can be discerned in 
the proportion and placement of windows and door openings, and in the Neoclassical detailing 

 centuries have been converted to official residences. 

around the front entrance. This detailing includes tapered columns, a gabled portico, sidelights, an 
elliptical transom over the door and a heavy, dentilled cornice in the end gable. In contrast, later 
additions to 9 Rideau Gate are modelled on Tudor Revival motifs. They include an overhanging 
window bay, half-timbered panels and diagonally-patterned brick infill. 

In keeping with Georgian Revival residential architecture, 9 Rideau Gate is based on the 
“butterfly plan.” This uncommon configuration achieved modest popularity during the late-19th

 

and early-20th

The good condition of certain original exterior features is a testament to the solid craftsmanship 
and materials of the original structure. Extant features include the slate roof, copper downspouts 
and ornamental exterior woodwork. 

 centuries. It was typically composed of a central core with radiating wings. While 
the original design of 9 Rideau Gate comprised two wings, a third wing was added later. 



9 Rideau Gate was originally constructed as infill property on a small lot. This modest lot was 
further reduced in scale by the severance of the back garden and the addition of a two-car garage. 
The date and origins of an iron fence which surrounds the property are unknown. The 
predominantly Georgian Revival style of 9 Rideau Gate complements the Neoclassical Style of 
the other three houses on the street, all constructed during the mid 19th century. All four are now 
used for official residences. 

The heritage character of 9 Rideau Gate resides in the following character-defining elements: 

Character-defining Elements 

 Its Georgian Revival elements, including the placement of window and door openings, 
the sidelights and elliptical transom of the front door, the tapered columns and gabled 
portico of the main entrance, and the large, dentilled cornice in the end gable. 

 The butterfly plan of the house, in which three wings radiate out from a central core. 

 The slate roof, copper downspouts and exterior ornamental woodwork, all serving as 
expressions of the solidity that marks the best examples Georgian Revival architecture 
and as testaments to the quality of the building’s craftsmanship and materials. 

 The way in which the predominantly Georgian Revival style of 9 Rideau Gate 
complements the mid-19th-

All maintenance and repair work, as well as future interventions, should aim to respect these 
character-defining elements. 

century properties on the street. 

For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code ofPractice. 


