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The former Coal Vaults were built in 1848 from plans developed by the Royal 
Engineers.  They are no longer used for their original purpose, but rather as an ordinary 
warehouse; a part of the vaults houses an electrical room.  Building No. 21 is located 
behind the Men’s Barracks along the south courtine.  It is a component of the Citadelle 
of the city of Québec, a national historic site.  The building is owned by the Department 
of National Defence.  Refer to FHRBO Report 88-161.  
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
Building No. 21 was designated a “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building primarily for 
its architectural qualities and environmental significance. 
 
The design of the former Coal Vaults is surprising in that it strongly expresses the 
structure of the vault, which made the building bomb proof.  The decorative materials 
(cut stone and orange-hued brick) were chosen and combined with care, and the 
craftsmanship illustrates the skill of the artisans involved in the construction.  The effect 
achieved with minimum means gives special meaning to this simple utilitarian building.   
 
Building No. 21 remains the most visible and most attractive building in a fairly 
developed area and its presence boosts the historical character of this area.  Owing to 
their design and materials, the former Coal Vaults are fully compatible with the other 
works and buildings of the Citadelle.   
 
Character-Defining Elements 
 
The heritage value of Building No. 21 lies in its architectural composition, its materials 
and their use, and its relationship with the neighbouring works and buildings.   
 
Built on a rectangular plan, the former Coal Vaults feature a typically defensive design, 
that is, thick walls and vaulted and compartmentalized interior spaces that were better 
able to withstand a bomb attack.  
 
The façade is dominated by six large, low arches supported by pilasters.  The arches, 
which define six bays, form the interior edge of the vaults.  A special decorative effect 
was achieved by using contrasting materials: orange brick for the arches and grey cut 
stone for the walls.  Each opening is topped by a stone arch.  The side walls are solid, 
and a band of stone marks the separation between the wall and the top of the building. 
The roof, which runs into the ramparts, is sodded.   
 
The best way to preserve the heritage value of Building No. 21 is to preserve the 
integrity of the walls and vaults.  Measures should also be taken to seal the roof, which 
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should not alter the building’s overall profile.  To elevate the aesthetic value of the 
architectural whole, blocked-up openings should be re-opened as they were originally.  
For similar reasons, consideration should be given to returning the original style to 
doors and windows.  If grilles and ventilation units must be installed, they should be 
positioned as discretely as possible.  To preserve period masonry, iron elements should 
be corrosion treated.  It is strongly recommended that replacement stones be chosen to 
match like old stones in every way (material, cut, colour and coursing) in order to avoid 
the patchwork effect that currently exists on the façade.  Repointing mortar should be 
based on the old mortar, in composition and colour, in order to preserve the adjacent 
masonry elements and the overall appearance of the building.   
 
The interior of the Coal Vaults is characterized by compartmentalized spaces and brick 
vaulted ceilings.  Originally, openings in the wall along the façade allowed people to 
move from room to room, while the basement was accessed through the bays at the far 
ends.  The other bays were lit by large windows.  It is recommended that traces of the 
original layout and the rudimentary character of the interior finishes be preserved.   
 
The relationship between the former Coal Vaults and the other buildings in this area of 
the Citadelle helps define their heritage value.  It is therefore recommended that nearby 
historical components be maintained including: access routes, steps to the ramparts, 
retaining walls, exit postern, etc.  Furthermore, no new elements should be introduced 
in this already dense environment.   
 
 
For guidance on interventions, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 
 
 
2001.08.27 


