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Margaretsville, Nova Scotia 
Lighttower 

The lighttower at Margaretsville was constructed in 1859. It was designed by the Nova 
Scotia Board of Works. The lighttower has had details altered and building is currently 
a fully automated light. The Canadian Coast Guard is the custodian. See FHBRO 
Building Report 90-1 02. 

Reasons For Designation  

The lighttower is designated Recognized because of its architectural importance and 
environmental significance, and also for its historical associations. 

This early version of the short, square wooden tower type has a gentle tapering, and an 
approach to decorative treatment that relies on appealing massing. The sturdy 
construction uses heavy timber framing, reflecting the functional concern for durability. 

The building is well known in its locale and the scale and silhouette are compatible with 
the maritime character of the site. The lighttower functions as a seacoast marker of the 
associated coastal environment. 

The lighttower is associated with campaigns to improve the safety of maritime 
commerce at remote coastal locations by building navigational aids. The simplicity and 
economy of construction reflect the desire of the government to expediently build a 
large number of lighttowers. This lighttower represents a pragmatic solution to light 
eastern coasts and harbours inexpensively. The wood construction reflects the 
secondary strategic importance of the light. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Margaretsville lighttower resides in its overall massing, 
proportions, architectural features, construction materials, and site relationships. 

The lighttower is comprised of a tapered low-height structure with a square footprint. 
The simple profile includes a prominent square lantern with hipped roof and the gallery 
guardrail which reinforces the utilitarian design of the structure. The lantern is a 
prominent feature, appropriately proportioned to the tower, and contributing to a sturdy 
and durable appearance. 

The geometric form of the tower is reinforced by the fine-scaled texture of the wood 
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shingles without corner boards. The utilitarian character is expressed in the simple 
wood detailing at the door with shed-roof, the guardrail, and the lantern. The simple 
contrasts of materials and texture contribute to the heritage character of the structure. 
The current appearance of the tower reflects alterations exaggerating the expression of 
cornice, the roof over the door, and the visual weight of the guardrails and lantern 
enclosure which have been reconstructed in wood. All these items appear 
inappropriately over-scaled. When requiring replacement, historic precedent should 
influence the design and selection of materials. The exterior materials would benefit 
from an ongoing maintenance program. 

The current roofing of the dwelling is asphalt shingles which introduces a smooth, 
modern appearance. When replacing, the use of a traditional roofing material based on 
historic precedant would improve the heritage character. 

The wood entrance door appears to be a modern replacement with simpler detailing 
and when being replaced it would be appropriate to select a door of a style more in 
keeping with the age of the structure. 

Surviving features and finishes of the original interiors should be documented and 
maintained. 

The simple landscape materials of the lighttower site reflect the harsh coastal climate 
and underscore the intended utilitarian aspect of the original site, and should be 
maintained. 
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For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 


