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The lighttower is characterized by the consistent treatment of surfaces with fine-scaled 

The lighttower at Seacow Head was constructed in 1863. The designer is unknown. 
Alterations to the tower over the years have included repairing the deck, re-shingling, 
changing the lantern (1902) and the light mechanism (1906), the addition of the door 
and window pediments and flared cornice (pre-1921), and relocation the tower (1979). 
It is currently a fully automated lighttower. The Canadian Coast Guard is the custodian. 
See FHBRO Building Report 90-1 08. 

Reasons For Designation  

The lighttower was designated Recognized for its architectural importance and its 
environmental significance as well for its historical associations. 

The tapered, octagonal tower has an elegant flared cornice and simple pedimented 
windows and doors, reflecting a classical inspiration. The prominent metal pipe-rail and 
well-proportioned lantern contribute to the picturesque profile. The heavy timber 
construction reflects both economy and simplicity, and is typical of lighttowers 
constructed in the Maritimes before Confederation. 

The scale and silhouette of the lighttower on its low, flat point of land make it an 
important marker in the coastal environment and the subject of affection within the local 
farming community. 

The construction of this pre-Confederation lighttower was associated with efforts to 
improve safety by providing maritime aids to navigation. Its siting at the narrowest 
passage of the Northumberland Strait illustrates the importance of maritime traffic to the 
economy of the area. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Seacow Head lighttower resides in its overall massing, 
profile, classically inspired architectural features, construction materials, and site 
character. 

The lighttower is a tapered octagonal structure of medium height, with a flared cornice 
supporting a multi-sided lantern. The lantern is a prominent feature, well-proportioned 
to the tower. Its fine-scaled fascia and cornice supporting the pipe-rail balcony railing 
contribute to the picturesque profile. 



 

 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT Page 2 
FHBRO Number 90-108 
Seacow Head, Prince Edward Island  
Lighttower 
Seacow Head 

wood shingle cladding, which contrasts with the smooth detailing of the fascias and 
trims of the slightly projecting door and windows. The building has been re-shingled 
and painted several times since construction. The colour scheme - white tower, with 
red lantern, pipe-rail, and door - contributes to the visual interest. 

The wood six-over-six sash windows are in keeping with the original design. The plank 
door with large strap hinges and latch hardware also appears to be an early or 
compatible feature. These elements contribute to heritage character. 

The cast-iron lantern and platform with railing are significant components of the 
characteristic lighttower profile. Conservation expertise is recommended when 
repairing components of these elements. Original interior finishes, and surviving 
elements of the stairwell construction contribute to the historic character of the 
structure. 

The unspoiled nature of the setting should be protected. 

For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 
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