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HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Indian Head Lighthouse was designed and built in 1881 by the Federal Department 
of Marine and Fisheries. It continues to serve as a lighthouse. Transport Canada is the 
custodian. See FHBRO Building Report 90-1 09. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Indian Head Lighthouse, also historically known as Indian Point Lighthouse, was 
designated Recognized because of its thematic association with coastal fishing, 
navigation and shipping in and around Summerside; because of its handsome and 
unusual design; because of its simple and well-proportioned components; and because 
of its compact site which is totally surrounded by water. 

Constructed to enable safer shipping into Summerside Harbour, the tower represents 
the federal government's drive to upgrade Canada's coastal navigation system. Built on 
a base which is largely submerged at high water, the tower employs materials and 
craftsmanship typical of the period of its construction. The base was originally 
constructed of iron caissons, but was reconstructed in concrete in 1907 in response to 
harsh environmental forces at its exposed location. 

Serving its original purpose as a navigational aid, the tower and its site reinforce the 
character of the area as one of long-term navigational activity. As a landmark, the site 
is well-known to local residents and visitors, and is easily visible from the town. It 
continues to serve recreational, fishing and commercial navigational traffic off the coast 
of Prince Edward Island. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage character of the Indian Head Lighthouse resides in its tapered octagonal 
form, which includes the lightkeeper's house at its base; in its materials; and in the 
character of its waterbound site. 

Architectural features of this structure which are of note and which should be preserved 
include its simple but well-proportioned components, including the wooden railing at 
both the gallery and upper foundation levels; the wooden access ramp; the shingled 
exterior walls; the simple detailing of corners and window and door surrounds; the 
existing pattern of fenestration on both the base and shaft of the tower; and the decking 
and framing design around both the base and the lantern. The craftsmanship 
embodied in the lens is of a high order; it should be retained if possible. 
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The octagonal lantern is original and appropriate to the design of the tower and merits 
preservation. Regular examination and timely conservation work should be undertaken 
to ensure the continued integrity of these elements, especially near the base, which is 
exposed to the harshest environment. 

Although other variations on this example have existed, the functional design of this 
structure is now rare and should be respected. Any modifications related to the 
ongoing use of the building should be designed with minimal impact on historic fabric. 

Interior components, such as the wooden stairs, newel and balusters and remnants of 
the original beaded tongue-and-groove sheathing are important features and should be 
retained. 

The site, originally a circular pier, was reinforced with its breakwall in 1893. Although a 
boathouse was carried away by ice in 1897, few other changes have occurred. The 
integrity of the site should be protected. 
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