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Cape Egmont, Prince Edward Island 
Lighthouse 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Cape Egmont Lighthouse was built in 1883 to designs by the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries. The structure originally included an attached lightkeeper's residence. 
The house was removed in 1958, but the tower and light are still in operation. The 
Canadian Coast Guard is the custodian. See FHBRO Building Report 90-110. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Cape Egmont Lighthouse was designated Recognized for its classical proportions 
and craftsmanship, its landmark status, and its association with the post-Confederation 
provision of coastal navigational aids. 

The Cape Egmont Lighthouse is one of a number of square wooden towers built during 
the nineteenth century, favoured because they were economical to construct and easy 
to maintain. In its form and decoration, the tower exhibits the classical aesthetic 
favoured by early lighthouse designers. Prominently sited on 33ft high cliffs on the west 
coast of Prince Edward Island, the lighthouse is a well known regional landmark. 

The lighthouse was built during a period of increased commerce following Canadian 
Confederation. Located on the Northumberland Strait, it continues to serve regional 
commercial shipping as well as the local lobster fishing industry. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of this structure is defined by its classical form and detailing, its 
materials, and its relationship with its setting. 

A three-storey square tapered tower surmounted by a vaned octagonal lantern, this 
lighthouse exhibits the tripartite division derived from classical architecture: base 
(foundation), tapered shaft, and capital (lantern platform). The clarity of this profile 
should be protected. 

Classical references are also found in the projecting pedimented entrance and window 
surrounds and in the moulded cornice. The regular vertical alignment of the multi-
paned windows reinforces the formal character associated with classicism. These are 
essential elements of the design and should be preserved. 
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 For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 

Cape Egmont, Prince Edward Island 
Lighthouse (Continued) 

The sturdy wood-frame structure is in good condition, and should continue to be 
carefully maintained. The shingle cladding is in keeping with the original design. The 
original decorative wood platform railing has been replaced by a pipe railing; a return to 
the original railing, based on pictorial and physical evidence, would enhance the tower's 
heritage character. Any early interior finishes and fittings should be retained. 

The lighthouse is located in a sparsely-settled area of the coast. The site has lost 
several associated early structures, leaving the tower as the only building in its isolated 
setting. The current maritime character should be preserved. 
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