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FHBRO number: 97-28         
DFRP Number: 13821 
Resource name: Col. D.V. Currie VC Armoury 
Address:  1215 Main Street North, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan 
Construction:  1913 (Department of Militia and Defence), renovated following a 1937 

fire 
Original function: Armoury 
Current function: Armoury 
Custodian:  Department of National Defence 
FHBRO status: ‘Recognized’ Federal Heritage Building 
 
 
Reasons for designation 
 
The Col. D.V. Currie VC Armoury is a ‘Recognized’ Federal Heritage Building because of its 
historical, architectural, and environmental values:  
 
Historical value: Following the establishment of a Militia District in Saskatchewan in 1907, and 
with the rapid settlement of the southern part of the province prior to the First World War, a 
large armoury was constructed in Moose Jaw as part of the expansion program of the 
Department of Militia and Defence. The new facility, erected in 1913 and known as the Moose 
Jaw Armoury, provided an identifiable permanent headquarters that quickly became a focal point 
for recruiting and training soldiers, many of whom served overseas in the two world wars. In 
1986, it was re-named in honour of Lieutenant-Colonel D.V. Currie, a local officer who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for courageous action during the invasion of Normandy. 
 
Architectural value: The design of the Col. D.V. Currie VC Armoury, one of two buildings 
constructed according to the largest of five standard plans by the Engineer Services Branch of 
the Department of Militia and Defence, is similar to several other large drill halls and armouries 
erected in Canadian urban centres prior to the First World War. Its layout is functional and 
flexible: the large, lofty central drill hall is flanked by two-storey wings housing offices, vaults 
for arms and equipment, and other facilities that can be adapted to suit changing needs. Its 
construction is economical but of high quality, with careful attention to detailing and selection of 
materials. Its three large masses are clad in red brick, and the horizontality of its form is counter-
balanced by projecting piers and tall windows.    
 
Environmental value: The Armoury is a well-known landmark because of its size, its identifiable 
architectural style, and its prominent location. It reinforces the character of its setting, which 
includes a number of large public and service buildings. The simple, open landscaping of the 
property sets off the façade and is compatible with the purpose and character of the building. 
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Character-defining elements 
 
The following character-defining elements of the Armoury should be respected: 
 
 Its illustration of the significant role of the Canadian militia at the beginning of the 20th

• Its ongoing original function as an armoury. 

 
century:  

• Its high-quality construction, identifiable form, and masonry cladding, which give it a 
sense of permanence and make it a prestigious and identifiable headquarters for 
batallion activities and the storage its arms.  

• Its name since 1986, which honours Lieutenant-Colonel D.V. Currie, a local officer 
who was awarded the Victoria Cross for courageous action during the invasion of 
Normandy. 

    
  Its high-quality, functional design and construction:  

• Its functional and flexible layout, which illustrates a standard plan of the Engineer 
Services Branch: a large, lofty central drill hall, with a central entrance for the troops, 
flanked by two-storey wings housing offices, vaults for arms and equipment, 
classrooms, rifle ranges, mess rooms, and other recreational facilities that can be 
adapted to suit changing needs. (Renovations following a 1937 fire were carried out 
in a manner that respected the original design and fabric.) 

• Its economical but high-quality design and construction, with careful attention to 
detailing and selection of materials: the three large masses are clad in red brick with 
concrete trim, and the horizontality of its form is counter-balanced by projecting piers 
and tall windows.  

   
 Its spatial relationship with its setting:  

• Its recognition as a landmark due to its size, its identifiable architectural style, and its 
prominent location.  

• Its reinforcement of the character of its setting, which includes a number of large 
public and service buildings.  

• The simple, open landscaping in front of the building, which sets off the façade and is 
compatible with the purpose and character of the Armoury. 

  
For guidance on interventions, refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. For further information, 
contact FHBRO. 
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