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Recognized Federal Heritage Building 
NEW GLASGOW, Nova Scotia 
Government of Canada Building 
340 East River Road 
 
The New Glasgow Government of Canada Building (GOCB) was constructed in 1961 to plans by John 
Darby of Bedford, Nova Scotia. Alterations to the building include the replacement of its exterior glass, 
new entrance steps and canopy, new flooring and a new roof. Site alterations include a concrete loading 
dock, new concrete stairs from the parking lot to the basement, a concrete access ramp off Market Street 
and the introduction of a small lawn along the building’s north wall. Public Works and Government 
Services Canada (PWGSC) is the custodian. 
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
The New Glasgow GOCB has been designated “Recognized” because of its historical, architectural and 
environmental significance: 
 
Historical Significance 
The building was constructed under a federal government winter works project. It reflects the continuing 
expansion of the federal government and its services after the Second World War and into the 1960s.  
 
Architectural Significance 
The New Glasgow GOCB illustrates the way in which the Building Construction Branch of the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) followed the International Style as it evolved through the late 1950s 
and into the early 1960s. DPW’s adaptation of the International Style was characterized by: simple, cubic 
volumes; curtain-wall framing in-filled with glass and spandrel panels; the rejection of historical 
traditions; minimal applied decoration; and a preference for new technologies and machine-made 
materials. 
 
The New Glasgow GOCB follows the standard layout developed by the DPW in the early 1950s for 
combined function (post office and office space) GOCBs, providing functional and discrete spaces for 
different government departments. It exhibits the standard construction materials and finishes for GOCBs. 
 
Environmental Significance 
The GOCB is a highly visible and well-known city landmark, compatible in scale, if not materials, with 
the surrounding mixed residential/commercial neighbourhood. Both its location and the nature of the 
functions housed in it ensure a high profile within the community. 
 
Character-Defining Elements 
 
The heritage character of the GOCB resides in the following character-defining elements: 
 
• The influence of the International Style is expressed in simple cubic volumes whose forms are 

derived from the building function and the nature of its materials. The use of exposed concrete 
juxtaposed with large expanses of curtain wall framing, is integral to the style and strongly 



influences the design solution. The handling of the building materials, especially the treatment of 
the poured concrete panels with their minimal geometric adornment, bring out the essential 
modern character of the architectural design. 

 
• The building’s layout, comprising a main floor post office area and upper floor office space. The 

post office area includes public space and separate public access. The interior space is open and 
flexible to accommodate different uses. 

  
• The building’s prominent location on a corner lot in a mixed-use residential/commercial 

neighbourhood, with street frontages on three sides. 
 
All maintenance and repair work, as well as future interventions, should respect these character-defining 
elements. 
 
For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 
 


