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Brandon, Manitoba 
Armoury 
116 Victoria Street 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Armoury in Brandon, Manitoba was constructed between 1907 and 1909, with a 
three storey addition built at the rear in 1935. The building was designed by the Chief 
Architect's Branch of the Department of Public Works, under the supervision of T.W. 
Fuller. The Department of National Defence is custodian. See FHBRO Building Report 
93-109. 

Reasons For Designation  

The Armoury was designated Recognized because of its impressive architectural 
design, its environmental importance and its significant historical associations. 

The Armoury building in Brandon is a very good example of the drill halls built by the 
federal government between 1896 and 1918 to house the regional headquarters of the 
Active Volunteer Militia. The main facade is located on the headhouse whose imposing 
castellated appearance clearly identifies the structure as a military building. The 
fortified design and functional layout of the structure are typical of armouries across the 
country from that period. The 1935 addition at the rear of the drill hall is more utilitarian 
in design yet it mirrors the proportions and detailing of the headhouse. 

The building has a direct association with the units it has housed. It was built to house 
the Brandon Squadron of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons which served in battle in North 
West Canada (1885) and in South Africa (1900) and was part of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force in World War I and served in North West Europe in the Second 
World War. 

The Armoury is prominent in the city and in its residential surroundings due to its 
military function, its distinctive architecture and the two war memorials located in front of 
the building. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage value of the Brandon Armoury resides in the superior design and high 
quality of craftsmanship evident in the building. 

The building's rusticated stone foundation and brick walls create an appearance of 
solidity which is typical of military structures. The massing of the headhouse is 
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defined by its three-storey central section and flat roof, and is contrasted by the long 
sloped roof of the drill hall. This standing seam metal roof complements the form and 
texture of the building, and should be replaced in kind at the end of its service life. The 
1935 addition echoes the massing and materials of the headhouse, producing a roughly 
symmetrical elevation when viewed from the side. Any alterations to the building 
should respect the relationship between its composing parts. 

The heavy stone detailing of the entry surrounds, windows lintels and crennelated 
chimneys define the fortified character of the facade. The brickwork and stone detailing 
of the drill hall and rear addition also contribute to the building's character, although in a 
less ornamental way. The on-going maintenance and repair of the masonry surfaces 
should be ensured and be based on conservation expertise. 

The multi-paned design and symmetrical placement of the windows are also important 
to the building's character. The large round-headed window above the main entry and 
the rows of segmentally arched windows on the drill hall contrast with the heavy 
appearance of the stone and brick and provide natural light for the large interior space. 
Several wood windows have been replaced on the facade by smaller metal units that do 
not accurately fill their openings and do not match the glazing pattern of the earlier 
windows. These openings and the earlier window design should be reinstated, and the 
proper maintenance of all earlier windows ensured. 

The interior plan of the Armoury contains offices, armouries and messes, and is 
utilitarian in design. The drill hall is the most significant interior feature, offering a wide 
unobstructed interior space. This was made possible by the use of the metal Fink roof 
trusses which had become standard on most drill halls built before World War I. The 
drill hall's open space, structural system and circulation pattern should be respected. 

The building's setting was altered by the 1935 addition, although its immediate 
surroundings have not been compromised. Any interventions to the building or its 
landscaping that jeopardize its imposing character and local prominence should be 
avoided. 
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