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Hull Ouest, Quebec FHBRO 84-15 
Mackenzie King Estate: Moorside 
Gatineau Park 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

SUMMARY  
Today Mackenzie King’s Estate consists of three groupings of buildings which 
correspond tot he three phases of the estate’s development. The main property, called 
Moorside, which was developed primarily between 1927 and 1935, is situated behind 
Kingswood on a height of land overlooking the lake and the Gatineau Hills beyond. It 
consists of the Main House, a garage with servants’ quarters, a tool shed, a forge and a 
number of romantic “ruins” dotted throughout the extensively landscaped grounds. 

ARCHITECTURE  
Moorside was clearly modelled upon an English gentleman’s country estate of the 1 8th 

or 19th centuries: the new deeper verandah giving the building a much lower horizontal 
profile; the new features such as the french windows leading into a balustrated terrace, 
the pergoda covered with vines, the asymmetrical massing created by the addition of a 
new wing along the south elevation, and the ornamental balcony providing an elevated 
view over the grounds and country side; all these are components of an English country 
residence of the Picturesque tradition. This, with the carefully cultivated landscape and 
the ornamental “ruins” give this property an architectural uniqueness and set it apart 
from the typical vacation cottage. 

HISTORY  
Moorside was closely associated with the political life of this country, even more than 
Kingswood and the Farm. Not only does it represent a highly personalized portrait of 
Mackenzie King, providing a fascinating insight into his interests, tastes and acute 
sense of the romantic, but it was also associated with many other major political figures 
who came to visit him at Moorside; and it is believed to have been the scene of many 
formal/informal political meetings. Even when the Farm replaced the main House as 
the Prime Minister’s residence at Kingsmere, from the beginnings of the 1940's he 
would bring his honourable guests to admire his artistic accomplishments on the 
Moorside property. 

ENVIRONMENT  
Today, the Federal government through the National Capital Commission as part of the 
Gatineau Park operates a summer tearoom in the Moorside residence. It is a popular 
attraction for the many tourists visiting the Gatineau Park. The NCC have undertaken 
an important landscaping project on the property and want to establish a major 
interpretation programme related to Mackenzie King. 


