
Ottawa, Ontario 35-
37 George Street 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The building was constructed in 1907 forthe Ottawa Wine Vault Co. Limited. In 1917, 
the federal government purchased it and used it to provide accommodation for a variety 
of departments until it was transferred to the National Capital Commission in 1972. The 
Ottawa School of Art have occupied the building as tenants since 1983. The National 
Capital Commission is custodian of the building. See FHBRO Building Report 88-29. 

Reason for Designation  

35-37 George Street was designated Recognized because it is an uncommon example 
of an early twentieth-century commercial building that survives virtually intact with a 
high degree of historic integrity, and because it is an important contributor to the 
turn-of-the-century character of the Byward Market area of Lower Town Ottawa. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage value of 35-37 George Street resides in the entirety of its design and 
fabric that relate to its original construction, its decorative and highly detailed street 
façade, plain, exposed, uncoursed masonry side and rear walls, and its structural 
system. 

All decorative effort is concentrated on the George Street elevation of the building, 
resulting in a rich, eclectic design. This component of the building retains all its original 
variety of pattern and detail. It should be protected and carefully maintained in every 
respect. The emphasis on the centre of the elevation has been diminished somewhat 
by the loss of the central parapet. Its reinstatement, provided sufficient physical and 
documentary data is available, would complete the composition and is strongly 
recommended. 

The contrasting, uncoursed masonry side and rear walls offer a striking contrast to the 
street elevation. Although constructed in the manner of "party-walls," these walls have 
always been exposed to view. To the west due to the adjacent underground wine 
vaults (a key component of the original building), and to the east because of the late 
date of major development on the adjoining lot. These walls should receive a high 
level of protection and careful maintenance. 

In the past, with the exceptions of the side wall windows and possible stair relocation, 
changes of use appear to have been accommodated by inserting the necessary 
adaptive fixtures and layout into the original open interior. 
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Future alterations, should they prove necessary, should be carried out in the same 
tradition of minimal impact and reversibility. In any event, the existing surviving 



structural system comprised of load-bearing masonry walls and cast-iron columns, iron 
"I" beams and heavy timber joists should be carefully protected. 

35-37 George Street is a modest yet important artifact in the market area. Any future 
intervention should be preceded by a careful investigation and documentation of the 
building. 
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