
 

Ottawa, Ontario 
17-19 York Street 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The building at 17-19 York Street was constructed by Joseph M. Grant Wholesale Grocers in 1901 and used as the 
company's sales and warehousing facility until 1932. From 1941-1960 it housed the Department of Public Printing 
and Stationary, then returned to use as a wholesale warehouse for P. D'Aoust and Co. 1962-75. It has been vacant 
twice for long periods of time (1932-1941 and 1975-1983): in 1981 it was the site of a minor fire. 

This building was purchased by the National Capital Commission in 1975 as part of its Mile of History project. It was 
leased to the Canadian Hospital Association and Murray, Murray, Griffith and Rankin, architects in 1983. The latter 
performed a generally sympathetic renovation which converted the structure into an office building with two ground 
floor retail spaces. Today, the NCC continues to own the building and lease its facilities. See FHBRO Building 
Report 88-69. 

Reason for Designation  

The former Joseph M. Grant Wholesale Grocers building at 17-19 York Street has been designated a Recognized 
heritage building. The building was constructed in its present form in 1901, incorporating in its design an earlier 1876 
structure. Evidence of both of these periods of its history are visible in the form, craftsmanship and materials of its 
present configuration. Its façade is a clever composition that successfully seeks to blend the elements of these diverse 
periods into a comprehensive and unifying whole. 

The size, scale, general materials and composition of this structure both reflect its early function and are compatible 
with its York Street setting. It is higher than its neighbours and has a dominating influence on the street. 

Character Defining Elements  

The composition of the façade of 17-19 York Street is an important component of its heritage character. The careful 
balancing of massing, features and materials should be permitted to evolve no further, and should be respected and 
maintained in all their surviving detail. 

Early interior features should be safeguarded in both position and form. These include the T-shaped joists and 
exposed structural portions which provide evidence of its construction, former purpose and operation. The position of 
the elevator (which occupies an earlier elevator shaft) should be respected in future as it promotes a continuity in 
interior spatial patterns. 
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The configuration and fabric of the basement area should also remain intact to provide continuity to the overall use of 
the building and the site. It is important to ensure that adequate sprinkler systems exist to protect these interior 
elements, particularly if the original plank floors continue to exist throughout the structure. 

The exterior massing, materials and details of the main building and its stone addition should not be disturbed. They 
are important components of its depth and texture, and strongly influence the image it projects both from York Street 
and from the courtyard area facing Clarence Street. Indeed, consideration should be given to conservation or 
sympathetic replacement of the ghost sign on the west wall of the building, as this would enhance the general tone and 
image of its York Street frontage. 

The open passage separating 17-19 York from its neighbour at 13-15 York should be retained, as it both witnesses and 
promotes traditional patterns of movement. Over the long term, this building should continue to be joined to the rear 
lot facing Clarence Street, as the Clarence Street site has long provided 17-19 York Street with its low density 
courtyard and service facility. 


