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HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Rochon Residence is a typical one and a half storey residence of the 1830-1850 
period in Lower Town Ottawa. Once the home of woodcarver Pierre Rochon, it was 
purchased by the National Capital Commission in 1965. The NCC has removed a 
passageway joining this building to its neighbour. It has also replaced the building's 
exterior siding, closed an interior fireplace and performed extensive renovations to the 
interior floor plan. The National Capital Commission continues to manage the Rochon 
Residence today, and is currently considering including the building in its proposed Mile 
of History. See FHBRO Building Report 88-70. 

Reason for Designation  

The Rochon Residence was designated a Recognized heritage building because it is a 
rare surviving example of the early architecture of Lower Town Ottawa. It may have 
been constructed as early as 1832, using squared timber linked by dovetailed keys in a 
low cost framed pièce-sur-pièce technique that originated in Quebec. Many similar low 
one-and-a-half storey buildings using this technology were constructed in Lower Town, 
particularly during the period before 1843, when British Ordnance lands were released 
for sale. Like the Rochon Residence, they were almost square in proportion, with 
medium gable shingle roofs, rear additions, asymmetrical façades, and little, if any, 
decoration. All were set forward on their sites, directly on the front lot line. So common 
was this cottage form that historian Michael Newton has called it the traditional house of 
Lower Town. 

Pierre Rochon, wood-carver, is the first clearly identifiable occupant of the structure. 
Rochon is known to have carved the stalls and sanctuary of Notre Dame Basilica in 
1844. 

The site of the Rochon Residence is directly across from the former Archbishop's 
Palace and Grey Nun's residence on St. Patrick Street, facing the side of Notre Dame 
Basilica. With its neighbour, the Valade House at 142-144 St. Patrick Street, this 
building is part of an early residential group visible from the Basilica and the National 
Gallery near the major intersection of Sussex Drive and St. Patrick Street. Together 
they reinforce the residential side of Lower Town's dual residential and commercial 
heritage near Sussex Drive. They also secure the residential character of St. Patrick 
Street. 

Character Defining Features 
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The heritage defining character of the Rochon Residence rests in its asymmetrical 
façade, massing and remaining original fabric. The nature and location of the exterior 
openings of the building, its side gable, its addition, and its form and overall massing 
should remain unchanged in future years. Since little of the original fabric remains, the 
surviving plank floors should be guarded. Careful attention should also be given to the 
maintenance and protection of its underlying structure to ensure the integrity of its 
squared timber system. The eyebrow detailing on the door of the building should not 
be altered. 

Problems with the sagging roof of the building could perhaps be corrected by a return to 
some interior partitioning in the main portion: the exact nature of such partitions should 
be explored by research on this and similar buildings before work is undertaken. 

The location of the Rochon Residence on the street boundary of its lot is also typical of 
the Lower Town cottage. The dimensions and disposition of the site of this building 
should be protected in future plans for St. Patrick Street and the Lower Town area. The 
historical disposition of the Roman Catholic Diocesan site across the road has always 
ensured that the Rochon Residence was visible from the Basilica area of Sussex Drive, 
and this vista should be protected. 

1992.04.22 


