
 Nine Mile Point, Ontario 
Nine Mile Point Lighthouse 
Simcoe Island 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Nine Mile Point lighthouse was erected in 1833 under the direction of the Board of 
Lighthouse Commissioners for the government of Upper Canada. It joined two existing 
lighthouses. Transport Canada, the Canadian Coast Guard is the custodian of the 
lightstation. See FHBRO Building Report No. 88-106. 

Reason for Designation  

The Nine Mile Point lighthouse was designated "Recognized" because of its unique 
functional design, because its rubblestone construction is a good example of the 
application of masonry in maritime construction, because of its importance in the 
development of the Great Lakes-St.Lawrence navigation system and its influence upon 
Kingston's growth as an important maritime centre. 

The Nine Mile Point lighthouse is an early example of an imperial light, a common 
lighthouse type built between 1830 and 1860. The imperial lights were characterized 
by a tapered, circular tower, rubblestone construction and a spiral staircase. These 
characteristics are evident in the design of the Nine Mile Point lighthouse. Despite 
minor changes to the lantern, Nine Mile Point Lighthouse has retained most of its 
integrity, making it one of the earliest imperial lighthouses still in service today. Part of 
a trio, it continues to guide vessels through the treacherous waters of the north shore of 
Lake Ontario. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage value of this structure resides in its circular tapered form, and in its 
rubblestone construction. 

The 40-foot tower consists of a two-and-a-half foot thick rubblestone wall finished with a 
cornice of stepped corbelling. The central core of the lighthouse houses a wooden 
spiral stairway through which a system of weights, still intact, descends. These were 
used for the rotation of the beacon. All of these components are of considerable 
importance in the history of early maritime construction in Upper Canada and should be 
preserved. As for their maintenance or repair, it would be advisable to use only 
traditional methods and materials, particularly for any repointing. 

Since this structure has suffered moisture damage, research should be conducted in 
order to find ways to eliminate, or else control, this excess moisture condition. In 
addition, a regular maintenance program is needed in order to keep the rubblestone 
facing in good condition. 



 Nine Mile Point, Ontario 
Nine Mile Island Lighthouse (Continued) 

This lighthouse continues to be a valuable navigational aid for pleasure boaters in the 
region. This role is completely compatible with its heritage character, and it would be 
desirable for this situation to remain unchanged in the future. 
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