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The Fire Command Post and Fortress Plotting Room of the Halifax Fortress, situated
on Position Hill within York Redoubt, were constructed in 1940-42 for the Department of
National Defence. The Fortress Plotting Room received target bearings from widely
separated Fortress observation posts and issued a continuous flow of very accurate
gun elevation figures to the principal counter-bombardment guns within the system.
External modifications include the addition of an upper-storey to the Command Post,
including an observation room, fire command room and office for the Fire Commander
(c. 1950). Internal modifications include the removal of most fittings and furnishings (c.
1960). The Fire Command Post and Fortress Plotting Room are currently the property
of Canadian Heritage. See FHBRO Building Report 95-01, Volume 3.

Reasons for Designation

The Fire Command Post and Fortress Plotting Room were designated Classified
because of their important historical associations, the important phase in the life of the
community they signify, the quality of their functional design and handling of materials
and the important role they play in the environment.

The theme identified for the structures is the coastal defence of Halifax Harbour
following the outbreak of World War II. As the nerve-centre of the WW Il Fortress
System of Rangefinding, they are an excellent representative of the theme. As one of
the best preserved coastal defence projects from WW II, the Fire Command Post and
Fortress Plotting Room are also excellent illustrations of the type of Defence
expenditure which gave a boost to the Halifax economy during the War years.

In their original configuration, the very low silhouette of the protected Command Post
and the bomb-proof, gas-proof design of the Fortress Plotting Room display a very
good response to the special functional requirements of an operationally vital
Command installation with highly sensitive instruments. The deep underground Fortress
Plotting Room with its thick concrete walls and roof, emergency escape shaft and
tunnel demonstrates a high quality of workmanship in the handling of structural steel
and reinforced concrete.

The park-like landscape treatment of the site initiated in the late 1960's has preserved
the basic relationship between the Fire Command Post and its associated landscape.
Because of its altered two-storey configuration and prominent setting on the highest
point of ground, the structure makes an important contribution to the military character
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of the southern area of the York Redoubt work. The building is open to visitors, has an
interpretive display and is a popular destination for the strategic view it provides of the
harbour entrance.

Character Defining Elements

The heritage character of the former Fire Command Post and Fortress Plotting Room
resides in their status as specialized military structures for the coordination of shore-
based coastal defence. Externally, the features which define the heritage character of
these structures are: the "L" shaped flat-roofed concrete Command Post Bunker,
recessed to the height of the window sills; the wrap-around ribbon windows of the
Observation Room with their hinged steel shutters; a stairwell entrance sunk below
grade and flanked by concrete retaining walls; and the poured concrete entrance portal
of the emergency escape tunnel.

Internally, the features which define the heritage character of this building are: the
plotting table supported on three concrete columns in the upper-level Observation
Room, the two sets of armoured steel "Fortress" doors forming a gas lock to the
Fortress Plotting Room and the utilitarian finishes throughout.

The most serious threat to the long term preservation of the historic interior finishes,
exposed structural steel, metal conduit and duct lining, and various metal fittings is the
high humidity levels and standing water. The adequacy and condition of the original
drainage system should be assessed and steps taken to re-activate and/or improve this
system. The feasibility of introducing forced air ventilation to the underground spaces in
an unobtrusive manner should also be studied.

The functional role the Fire Command Post played in the fortress system of harbour
defence is expressed visually by its deliberate siting on Position Hill, the highest point of
land near the southern tip of York Redoubt, with a clear unobstructed view of Halifax
Harbour. To disguise its presence, minimum disturbance was made in the natural
terrain during the construction process. The historic military character of the area would
be protected by maintaining this basic relationship. The character could be enhanced
by re-establishing native species of grasses, herbs, and forbes, and re-locating the
benches to a more discreet location.

Both the Fire Command Post and Fortress Plotting Room sit directly over the Section
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Commanders Post and keep from the post 1888 Keep.Those earthworks of the Keep
far enough distant from the Complex to have survived the construction and re-grading,
should be given careful preservation treatment.

97.10.20

For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice.




