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Prime Minister=s Cottage 
Harrington Lake 
 
 
HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 
 
SUMMARY 
The Prime Minister=s summer house was built in 1925 by Ottawa lumber baron Colonel 
Cameron Macpherson Edwards.  A two-and-a-half storey wood frame building, sheated 
in clapboard, its rambling design, rustic stone fireplaces and open verandahs were 
typical of the informal character of cottage design of the period.  The building earns its 
FHBRO designation due to its association with six Prime Ministers of Canada which 
also accounts for its significant symbolic value because the media has given it a high 
profile. 
 
HISTORY 
The Harrington Lake estate was closely connected with Senator W.C. Edwards and his 
nephew, C.M. Edwards, both of whom played a prominent role in the economic and 
social development of the Ottawa region.  Since 1959 it has been the country retreat of 
six Prime Ministers of Canada.  Although restricted to a small group of middle and upper 
class Canadians, the them of Agoing to the cottage@, with which this building is 
associated, is an integrated part of Canada=s social history. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
Recent changes have undermined the original rustic appeal of the cottage.  When it was 
constructed, it shared a casual, rustic impression with many other cottages, such as the 
O=Brien House on nearby Meech Lake, that stated clearly AThis is a country house@.  
Two stone chimneys were a prominent feature that added to the house=s rustic appeal.  
Two porches flanked the sun-room.  These identical porches had a low balustrade and 
canvas awnings.  Three stairs lead down to the front lawn.  With its current colour (white 
with green trim), it now creates an impression of 1950's suburban development rather 
than 1920's rusticity. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
It is picturesquely situated at the south-west end of Harrington Lake, commanding a 
magnificent view of the lake and the hills beyond.  It stands alone in the midst of a large 
lawn.  Although its relationship with its immediate surroundings has changed, the 
building still plays the same role in the landscape as it did when it was constructed.  
Despite the fact that the building will never be seen directly by the vast majority of 
Canadians, it is and will remain a conspicuous symbol of the Prime Minister=s Office. 
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