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The building housing the old Latrines and old Battery Magazine was constructed under 
the supervision of Lieutenant Colonel John Oldfield in 1842.  Designed as latrines for 
the Prison, this little building was also to serve as a munitions magazine.  The dividing 
wall separating these two functions has been demolished, and Building No. 30 is 
currently used to store the propane gas cylinders used at the Governor General’s 
Residence.  Building No. 30 is situated inside the King’s Bastion.  It is part of the 
Québec Citadel, a National Historic Site. The building is managed by Public Works and 
Government Services Canada.  See FHBRO Building Report 88-161.  
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
Building No. 30 is a “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building because of its historical 
significance and its architectural and environmental values.   
 
The old Latrines and old Battery Magazine are associated with the defence of British 
North America during the period when construction of the Citadel was gradually 
completed (1839-1857).  This building is more particularly associated with the first 
phase of this period (1839-1842), which was marked by tensions created by the 
Rebellions, leading to upgrading of the fortifications’ defensive system.   

 
Building No. 30 has a certain elegance, with its arch stones over the doors and its 
cladding of dressed stones.  Its design also reflects its dual function: as latrines for the 
old Prison, and as a small battery magazine, if necessary.  For that reason it was 
provided with massive masonry walls, a transverse divider and a vaulted interior, and 
the openings were arranged so as to minimize damage to neighbouring buildings in the 
event of an explosion.   
 
Together with the Redoubt of Cap Diamant, the old military Prison and the old Pump 
House, Building No. 30 forms a military complex which contributes to the historical value 
of the King’s Bastion.  In its design and materials, it harmonizes well with the 
neighbouring buildings. 
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Character-Defining Elements 
 
The heritage value of Building No. 30 resides in its functional design, its materials which 
allow it to harmonize with the other military buildings, and its relationship to the former 
military Prison and the Redoubt of Cap Diamant. 

 
Building No. 30 is a small single-storey building constructed on a rectangular plan and 
protected by a pavilion roof with a covering of painted pinched sheet metal.  Its massive 
walls have a facing of dressed stones laid in regular courses.  The interior is vaulted 
and the masonry has been left showing.  The location of the doors – strategically 
positioned to avoid endangering the neighbouring buildings in the event of an explosion 
– has remained the same.  However, the interior transverse divider has been 
demolished to permit storage. No particular architectural detail, apart from the arch 
stones over the doors, elevates the decor of this lavatory.  
 
We recommend that the original design of this structure not be altered, that no openings 
be made and no decorative details added.  This sobriety of the architectural treatment is 
integral to its heritage character.  We also recommend ensuring that the repointing 
mortar and replacement stones are smoothly integrated in the texture of the walls, so as 
to respect the original spirit (material, colour, profile and bond).  It would also be 
desirable to preserve the interior masonry that is showing and the old vents, as these 
features are associated with the building’s past.  It might be interesting to reintegrate the 
old doors, out of concern for historical coherence and to camouflage the building’s 
“modern” content. 
 
It is greatly desirable to maintain Building No. 30’s relationship with the other significant 
components of the King’s Bastion, for its heritage character depends on this.  Therefore 
it is important to keep interventions in the immediate environment to a minimum. 
Landscaping should respect the military character of the area.   
 
For further information, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 
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