Wakefield, Québec FHBRO 84-25
Grist Mill

Gatineau Park

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT

SUMMARY

The original Wakefield Grist Mill, built in the late 1830s, burnt down in 1877 and was
rebuilt. Fire struck again in 1910 leaving only the walls standing. The mill was again
reconstructed with an extra storey of brick added to the extant stone walls. The Mill
derives its heritage significance from its association with the settlement and industrial
development of the north shore of the Ottawa River and of the Gatineau Hills. It is
probably one of the few recorded mills built during the nineteenth century which
remains in reasonably good working condition.

ARCHITECTURE

The Mill is built of large rough cut stone and brick with a functional design that is ideally
suited to its industrial purpose. According to the principles of design for “automatic
process” mills, the building rises three stories above the foundation at the front facade
and four plus a basement at the rear to house the elevators, chutes and storage bins.
Neither its design, size or construction set it apart from other mills.

HISTORY

The first inhabitants of ;the township of Wakefield arrived in 1830, those of Masham
township in 1837 and their population grew quickly, despite the fact that reasonable
agriculture land was sparse. The presence of a gristmill at Wakefield undoubtedly
bolstered both settlements as it provided farmers with a convenient outlet for their
surplus. For example, the little la Péche River soon had a woolen mill and a sawmill on
it. William Fairbairn, a Scottish immigrant who had been a miller, built the Wakefield
Grist Mill in the late 1830s and sold it to the Maclarens in 1844 who operated it
successfully until 1941. It allowed this family to diversify economically and develop
business interests elsewhere that eventually made them one of the Ottawa valley’s
most prominent families. The Maclarens sold the Mill in 1941 to J.P. Henderson of
Ottawa who converted it into a feed mill. It was run by Ken and Ernie Young who
continued their business, even after the mill was sold to the NCC in 1962, until 1980.

ENVIRONMENT

The Mill is located west of Wakefield, where Regional Road 366 crosses the La Péche
River. This strategic location, before reaching the town of Wakefield makes the mill a
landmark within Gatineau Park, where it is the only interpreted industrial building now
open to the public during the summer months. It will increase in status when the NCC
completes its plans and opens a totally operating, restored mill in 1988.
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