Ottawa, Ontario 457-
459 Sussex Drive

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT

The building at 457-459 Sussex Drive was erected circa 1850. The National Capital Commission acquired the
property in 1961. Extensive renovations, including replacement of the structural system, were carried out in 1971. It
now accommodates the Canadian Ski Museum on the second floor and mixed commercial uses on the other floors.
See FHBRO Building Report 88-08.

Reason for Designation

457-459 Sussex Drive was designated Recognized because it is representative of nineteenth-century vernacular
commercial architecture in Lowertown and it is an authentic component of the original nineteenth-century commercial
streetscape along Sussex Drive.

Character Defining Elements

The heritage value of 457-459 Sussex Drive resides in its exterior fabric and style which clearly illustrate the function
for which the building was originally designed.

The proportions and scale, the regular pattern of fenestration, the horizontal delineation which differentiates between
the upper storeys and the ground floor, are the design elements which integrate the building into the streetscape and
which need to be preserved.

The use of roughly dressed masonry as a construction material and the simple detailing of the facade reflect the
utilitarian nature of the building. The introduction of a more elegant cladding material to enhance the appearance of
the ground storey is historically and stylistically appropriate.

Maintaining the multiple use function of the building encourages the survival of
a traditional use, while reinforcing the heritage character of the neighbourhood.
The intimate link formed by virtue of the shops opening directly onto the side-
walk should always be retained.
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