
Ottawa, Ontario 445-
447 Sussex Drive 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The building at 445-447 Sussex Drive was constructed in the 1840s, for Charles 
Sparrow, a Lowertown merchant and entrepreneur who once served as mayor of 
Bytown. It is now the property of the National Capital Commission. See FHBRO 
Building Report 88-09. 

Reason for Designation  

445-447 Sussex Drive was designated Recognized because it was one of the earliest 
masonry structures constructed for commercial purposes in Lowertown, during a phase 
of development which saw the pioneer community transformed into a permanent and 
prospering nineteenth-century urban centre, and because it provides continuity to the 
historic commercial streetscape along Sussex Drive. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage value of 445-447 Sussex Drive resides in the composite character of its 
exterior fabric which attests to a construction history of an additive nature. 

A formal treatment in ashlar masonry, relieved only by a decorative cornice, identifies 
the Sussex Drive elevation as the principal façade. Roughly dressed masonry and the 
placement of the windows on the Murray Street elevation recall the two-and-a-half 
storey, pitched roof form of the original building. Ashlar masonry and a regular pattern 
of fenestration distinguish the three storey addition fronting onto Murray Street as a 
separate structure. All these features reflect the building's evolution and should be 
preserved. 

It is important to retain the direct access from the shops to the street, on both Murray 
and Sussex Drive. Opening up the blocked ground floor apertures along Murray Street 
would enhance the appearance of the building and consolidate its close relationship 
with the street. 

A mixed use arrangement which combines commercial premises on the ground floor 
with residential or office accommodation on the upper storeys, maintains a traditional 
pattern of use and reinforces the heritage character of the building. 
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