
Belle Isle South West, Newfoundland 
Lower Light 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The lower light at Belle Isle SW was built in 1908 to designs prepared by the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries. The custodian is Transport Canada, Canadian 
Coast Guard. See FHBRO Building Report 88-132. 

Reasons for Designation  

The lower light was designated Recognized because of its historical association, its 
functional design and its environmental value. 

The lower and upper lights at Belle Isle SW are associated with the establishment of 
aids to navigation. Their construction marked a major step in the development of the 
route through the Strait of Belle Isle as a viable alternative to the longer route around 
Newfoundland. The lower light was designed to illuminate the way when the upper light 
was obscured by fog. The upper and lower lights along with the secondary gable-
roofed structures form a picturesque cluster of buildings characteristic of the maritime 
setting. 

Character-Defining Elements  

The heritage character of the lower light resides in its form, its proportions and in its site 
and setting. 

The light is characterized by a solid concrete base with an outer masonry wall on which 
is mounted a well-proportioned metal lantern capped with a domed-roof. A wooden 
entrance shed is attached to the lantern. The shape and form of the light and its 
entrance shed should be maintained. The traditional colours of the structure enhance 
the heritage character. A regular maintenance program would ensure the longevity of 
this heritage structure. 

The lower light sits on a steep shoreline in a barren and rocky landscape. The 
structure seems to rise from the bedrock. The relationship of the lower light with its site 
and with the upper light should not be compromised. 
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